
JUDGE’S PHOTOJOURNALISM GUIDELINES 

 

 

A professional photojournalist’s perspective on the art of photojournalism. 

 

1. Photojournalism is a reactive form of photography, often reacting to an event that was not pre-

planned, like a weather event or a wild fire or a flood. 

 

2. More often, a newspaper photojournalist works on assignment, with a given subject matter and 

set of facts. 

 

3. Very often the photojournalist is given access to events such as press conferences and sporting 

events by showing credentials (for access to closed to the public events or on field pro sporting 

events). 

 

4. Then there is “feature” photojournalism such as when the subject matter is a person such as an 

artist or a politician, an actor, a doctor or whoever. This usually ends up with what is known as 

an ”environmental” portrait showing subject and showing the background as it relates to the 

subject. 

 

5. A building that is now in disrepair, which was once an important part of serving the community. 

Photographing it in its current state would be considered a form of documentary 

photojournalism, whose value will increase with time. 

 

There are other types of photojournalism, I am sure. 

 

So where does that leave us and those who want to participate in the contest and how we judge the 

entries? 

 

To begin, let’s consider what is going on around us that could provide subject matter: 

 

1. Of course there is always the weather. I’m sure that before the deadline for entries comes 

up, we will probably have a snow storm or two. Usually this provides traffic jams on the 

highways and secondary roads, also people waiting for buses in Kennedy Plaza or other 

locations. They might be wearing masks, which work in with the Covid crisis going on. A 

rain storm would provide the same opportunities. This type of opportunities can be found all 

over the state. 

 

2. Sporting events would be another possibility. Generally, I had to show my press pass to 

enter Pro-Sporting event, but I’m thinking that amongst your members who might be 

submitting photos for this competition, some might be attending a sporting event as a fan. 

Getting on field or close to the action is difficult even if you have a press pass. However, 

getting photos of the fans as they cheer or celebrate is also a good photo op. 

 

 

3. Another photo possibility these days are public protests, either like large ones up at the 

state house or individuals holding protest signs voicing opinions on current hot topics like 

vaccine mandates, or whatever. 

 

4. Then, unfortunately, there is homelessness. Homeless people hanging around Burnside Park 

or Kennedy Plaza could be photographed in such a way that doesn’t show their face, but 

maybe from the back, showing their belongings stashed in a shopping cart, with the city in 



the background, with someone who is not homeless walking by. I’m sure the same type of 

scene, unfortunately, could be found in Woonsocket, Warwick, etc. 

 

5. Then there is Covid and how it is creating problems, such as at the airport where you can 

find people sleeping on their luggage or gazing up at the cancellation flight list. 

 

These are just a few suggestions that come to mind. They are all relevant to what is happening 

around us. 

 

As a former staffer at the Journal, there were a few rules we had to abide by and they should also 

apply to people participating in this contest. 

 

1. A - If the newspaper showed a person’s face in a photo, the photographer needed to get 

their permission to use it if it will be seen by others (but for PSRI we won’t need this 

permission). The exceptions for the newspapers would be a group of fans at a sporting 

event or a group of protestors at the state house. The important word here is GROUP. 

 

2. B - Do not ask anyone to do something special for the photo (never stage a photograph 

and never alter an image by adding or deleting content from images). 

 

3. C - All photos had to have a caption. PSRI contestants should submit images with very 

descriptive titles explaining what is going on in the photo and titles will be read before 

images are scored and critiqued.  


