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Welcome to PSRI!

Welcome!

So you have decided to take the plunge and become a
member of the PhotographicSociety of Rhode Island!
Welcome, we are glad to have you!

You have joined an amazing organization, full of
photographers who range in skill from beginners just starting
theirjourneyintothe art of photography tovery advanced
photographers who have decades of experience.

PSRl gives youan amazing opportunity tolearnand expand
your skillsin photography. This documentisintended to help
introduce youtothe club - whatwe do and howwe doit. Itis
intended to helpyougetstarted onyour journey, and to help
you take advantage of all the opportunities that the club
offers.

About PSRI

PSRI, the PhotographicSociety orRhode Island hasbeenin
existence since 1927. Duringthat time, ithas changedits
name and meetinglocation but neverits spirit. PSRl is the
premiere cameraand photographicsocietyin Rhode Island,
dedicatedto excellence inthe artand craft of photography. It
has members who have been with the organization for



decades and rememberthe “good old days” whenthey ran
fromone pick up pointto the nextto collect photographsfor
the competitions. The group arguably represents the best
photographictalentin the state and the membership has
beengrowingeveryyear. You can read an excellent write-up
on the history of PSRl here:

http://www.psri.us/psricms/wp-
content/uploads/2009/04/psri_history.pdf

The primary goal of PSRl is to furtherthe art of photography.
A full schedule of events are planned through the course of
the year includingimage studies, mentoring nights,
competitions with valuable critiques by veteran judges and
presentations from experts from nearand far. Lectures range
from presentations on various forms of photography,
software processingand avariety of othertopics.

Meetings

PSRI meets on Tuesday nights at Lakewood Baptist Church in
Warwick RI. PSRl starts conducting meetingsin early
Septemberand continue through late May. Each year
concludeswith abanquetsometime during the month of
June.

The first Tuesday of each monthis usually a Board of
Directors meeting. BOD meetings typically startat 7 PM, and
are opento all members of the club. Club officers, board
members and committee chairpersons use this meeting for
all business related to the running of the club.
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The remaining Tuesday night meetings startat 7:30 and last
on average approximately one and a half to two hours.
Before and afterthe meeting refreshments and snacks are
available while club members socializeand network. These
meetings can be range from presentations on photography
techniques, software applications, mentoring, image study
and competitions just to name some of our events.

You can find the full calendar of events on the club website
here:

http://www.psri.us/about/calendar/

Board of Directors (BOD)

PSRIis run inaccordance with the club bylaws by the Board
of Directors. The BOD consists of a group of elected officers,
the chairs of the various committees and three atlarge
elected members. Officers and at large BOD members are all
elected by the club membership.

Monthly BOD meetings are held in orderto conduct PSRI
business. These meetings are normally held on the first
Tuesday of the month at Lakewood Baptist Churchat 7 PM
EST. Please check the PSRl calendarforthe exact date, time
and location of the BOD meetings.

In additiontothe BOD members, there are alarge number of
othermembersthatpitchin and do a whole bunch of jobsto
help the club run smoothly. Competition Chair, Membership
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Chair, Field Trip Chairare justa few of the positions that
members hold.

You can see the current Board of Directors and Chairpersons
here:

http://www.psri.us/about/

Volunteers

Runninga large organization with afull calendar of events
takes an amazingamount of work and coordination. All of
the peopleinvolvedin running PSRl are volunteers who
devote countless hours to making the club a success.

From planningand scheduling speakers and judges,
coordinating travel and lodging, to setting up chairs and
projectorscreens and getting drinks and snacks, our
volunteers make PSRl the great club thatit is.

PSRlis always looking for new volunteersto help out, so if
you want to getinvolved grab a hold of one of our leaders
and volunteer. You will be helping out the club, and getting
involvedis agreat way to getto know your fellow members!

PSRI Activities
Presentations
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Based on the clubsrecent polls, speakers are invited to cover
a broad range of topics —the artitself (e.g.-Landscape,
Nature, Portrait, travel etc. ) and the processing( e.g. -
software fordevelopment, printing).

The presenters for these meetings are very often members of
PSRI. In additionto our club members presenters are often
members of otherlocal photography clubs from around the
New England area. On occasion PSRl is able to partnerwith
otherlocal photography clubsinthe areainorder to bringin
well recognized photographers from otherregions of the
country. Examples of such photographers have included:

e Jack Reznicki (Portrait & Commercial photography)
e LindsayAdler(Fashion &Glamour)

e JohnPaul Caponigro (Landscape Photography)

e Roman Kurywczak (Night Photography)

e Jennifer Wu (Landscape and Night Photography)

Image Study

One of the most valuable ways of improving your
photography isviaimage study. Members are invited to
submittheirimages anonymously. Senior, well versed PSR
members will then critique images. Thesecritiques provide
greatinsightinto understanding whatworksin a photograph,
and waysin which an image can be improved.

Workshops



From time to time workshops are arranged forthe PSRI
membership. These workshops range from single day
workshops conducted locally to 4-5 day workshops thatare
held at a variety of locationsin New England and beyond.
The workshops are a great way to learnin hands on fashion
while being guided by an expertinthe field some of whom
have included John Shaw, Jack Dykinka, Jeff Foote, Dave
Middleton, ShivVerma, David Stone, and others.

Field Trips

Throughoutthe year PSRl arranges field trips which can be
bothlocal and distant. These informal meet ups are a great
way to get out and shoot with other PSRI members. Such
tripsin the past have included trips to the sunflower festival
in Connecticut, sunsetatthe fishing port of Galilee, sunset at
the Castle Hill Lighthouse, and a leaf peeping trip during the
fall foliage season justto name afew.

Competitions

Intraclub

PSRIruns 5 internal competitions over the course of the
season. Members can compete in Digital, Printand Slide
categories. The categories are broken down into different
classestoallow memberstocompete ata level
commensurate with theirskill level.

Each membercan submit 2 imagesin each category, one
weekin advance of the posted competition date. Onthe



night of competitionajudge will review and score the images
using a pointsystem ranging from 0-30 points. Ineach
category and class one First, Second and Third place ribbons
are awarded. Additional Honorable Mention ribbons may be
awarded onan as needed basis.

A runningtotal is kept of each member’s scores, and at the
end of the yearthe memberswiththe top three scoresin
each category and class receive awards.

More details on competition can be found onthe club
website here by goingto http://www.psri.us/ and hovering
overthe “Competition” tab.

Nature & Wildlife

In additiontothe 5 competitions, there will also be asingle
Nature competition that will follow the PSA Nature Definition
for Nature Photography. You can read more about the PSA
rules on Nature Photography onthe PSA website at the
following link:

http://psa-photo.org/index.php?nature-nature-definition

Multiscreen Competition

Multiscreen is acompetitionin which severalclubs are
assigned alist of subjects to photograph between 1 May
2014 and 1 May 2015. Participating clubs have one yearto
create an image bank of photographs foreach category, and
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thento selectone photographthattheyfeel bestrepresents
that category.

At the end of the year one of the participating clubs hosts the
competition. Multiple screens are setup and all the images
for a given category are presented atonce. A panel of judges
selectsfirst, second, and third place based on which image
bestfits the category.

This competitionistwofold, but not necessarily, solely about
the best photograph. Itisjudgedontwo elements. The first
elementbeing; the image mustclearly representthe
category. Whenthe photographisviewed, the word forthe
category should be the first thing that comes to mind. The
second elementis the quality of the image. If twoor more
images truly representthe category, they will then be judged
on the quality of the image; just like any other competition.

Advisory Program

PSRIwants you to have a successful clubyear! Itis PSRI’'s goal
to enrich the photographicexperience of all of its members.
Through the Advisory Program all PSRImembers getthe
opportunity toadvance theirskillsin the art of photography.

Advisors

At each meetingthere willbe atable designated for new
members and guests. A seasoned PSRImember will be
available to helpyouto understand whatis goingonin the



cluband can help answer questions on photography. There
may be timeswhenaquestionorrequestcannotnotbe
properly addressed that evening. In these situations PSRI has
a number of volunteers that have made themselves available
to offertheirknowledge and expertise to those in need. If it
isdetermined thatan Advisoris needed, one willbe
appointed and contactinformation fromthe advisee will
collected so that the Advisorcan getback to adviseeina
timely manner.

We at PSRl encourage any member, new orold to take
advantage of the Advisory Program.

Advisors can offer helpinareassuch as but not limited to,
camera equipment, software, styles of photography as well
as information about membership and competitions.

Social Activities

PSRl encouragesits memberstosocialize not just before and
aftereach PSRI meeting, butalso holds aHoliday Banquet
and an Annual Award Presentation Night at the end of each
year. These well attended events are an excellent way to
make friends with PSRImembers and theirfamilies.



PSRI Online

PSRI has an online presencein several locationsto help the
membership accessinformation, interact and share their
photographs.

Web Site

The official PSRl website can be found at http://www.psri.us.

Itisat the website thatyou can access detailed information
on competitionrules, and results, access the calendar of
upcomingevents, get discount codes for photography related
products, find memberwebsites, and awhole lot more! We
strongly encourage you to point yourfavorite web browser
to the site and spend afew minutes getting familiar with it!
You won’tregretit!

Forums

New to the PSRIweb site forthis year isa fully functional
forum!Thisis a GREAT way to interact with otherclub
member. Post a photograph forcritique, aska question
abouta software technique, orread a membersreviewona
new piece of photography gear. Thisis also a great way to
share your knowledge! Know of agreat event for
photographers? Postitonthe forum! Know how to help
someone with asoftware question? Give some advice. Get
active, getinvolved and youwon’t be disappointed! You can
access the PSRIforum at http://www.psri.us/forums/ and get
started today!
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Facebook

There is no denyingthe social mediais agreat way for folks
to interacton an informal basis. The PSRI Facebook Fan page
providesagreat place for membersto talk, postinformation
on upcomingevents, and reach outto otherclub membersto
arrange meet upsand such. You can find the PSRI Facebook
fan page here:

https://www .facebook.com/pages/Photographic-Society-of-
RI-PSRI/509000682460743

Flickr

Flickris one of the more popular photos sharing websites on
the internet. PSRl has a “community” or “group” on Flickr
that consists of a photo gallery and a forum. Thisis a private
community, requiring administratorapproval tojoinand
access. Members are encouraged to share photosinthe
groups gallery of images and ask questions on the forum.
Whenyou go to the PSRl website you willsee asample of
member photographs onthe front page. The website pulls
these imagesfromthe Flickr pool. Please note thatthe
photographs are NOT removed from Flickr, but simply
displayed onthe webssite.
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Related Organizations

NECCC

The New England Camera Club Council (NECCC) isa non-
profitumbrellagroup forcameraclubsin the New England
states (Connecticut, Rhode Island, Maine, Massachusetts,

New Hampshire, and Vermont). The Council was established
in 1937 and incorporatedin 1963.

The Council sponsors a variety of events and services forthe
photographers of New England including:

e Anannual three-day photography conference each
July at the University of Massachusettsin Amherst,
MA. One of the largest conferencesinthe United
States, over 1000 photographers fromthe U.S. and
othercountries attend this event.

e Anannualseriesof interclub competitionsin
electronicimagingand prints (B&W and color).

e Slide and printcircuits wherein each club's workiis
sentto a commentator who prepares a taped
commentary and selectsthe judge's choice awards.

e Recordedinstructional lectures consisting of
photographs and audio.

NECCC consists of approximately 85individual camera clubs
fromthe New England states. PSRl is a dues paying member
of NECCC.



NECCC Interclub Competitions

NECCC conducts 3 competitions each yearthatany NECCC
member clubs can competein. The 3 competitions are held
inthe fall, winterand spring.

As a club PSRI competesinthe B&W Class A and Color
categoriesforboth Digital and Print. While PSRl competes as
aclub, individual awards are also granted for the top images
in each category.

PSRl has a memberdedicated tothe NECCC competitions.
This memberreviews all images submitted to the PSRI
competitions and selectsimages to submitforthe NECCC
competitions.

PSRI historically does very well in NECCC competition, and for
the most recentyear(2013) PSRl came inthird overall!

PSA

The PhotographicSociety of America (PSA) isaworldwide
organizationforanyone with aninterestin photography.
Foundedin 1934, the Societyisfor casual shutterbugs,
serious amateurs, and professional photographers.

PSA has membersinover 70 countries. Individual and photo
organization memberships offerawide variety of services
and activities: amonthly magazine; online photo galleries;
image evaluation; study groups; courses; competitions; an
annual conference; opportunities for recognition of



photographicachievement and service; and discounts on
photography-related products and services.

You can view the PSA website tolearn more here:

http://www.psa-photo.org/

Additional Competitions

Ocean State International

The Ocean State International Exhibition has been hosted by
PSRI since 2005. This exhibitionisaphotography competition
that features cameraclub entrants justlike you fromall over
the world. Literally thousands of photographs are submitted
fromall corners of the globe!

Approximately 20 Medals (awards) are given out the top
imagesin a variety of categories. Held in the fall of each year,
this exhibitionisruninaccordance with all Photographic
Society of America (PSA) rules and guidelines.

Thereisa veryreasonable entrance fee for4images (PSRI
members may enterat a discounted rate). The proceeds
fromthiseventare donated to PSRl and are a tremendous
boost to the clubs bank account, and go a long way towards
payingthe bills forall the great events that we host
throughout the year!


http://www.psa-photo.org/

Greater Lynn International

The Greater Lynn PhotographicAssociationisa photography
clubmuch like PSRl located inthe city of Lynn,
Massachusetts, north east of Boston. The GreaterLynn
International isanotherinternational photography
competition thatis well regardedinternationally. Like the
Ocean State, there isa small entrance fee. The great folks at
GreaterLynn always have a strong showinginthe Ocean
State, and we like to see as many PSRImembers as possible
enterand help out ourfellow club!

Glennie Nature Competition

The George W. Glennie Memorial Nature Salonisan
international all nature photography competition that has
beenheld annually by the Merrimack Valley Camera Club.
Awards are presentedto both clubsandindividualimages.

You can read more aboutthe Glennie here:

http://www.mvcameraclub.org/comp-interclub/comp-

interclub-01-glennie.htm
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